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Photo Finish could be called your ultimate “Power Feed” Formulated
with 10% fat from flax, rice bran and soy oil, Photo Finish crashes
through the ceiling when it comes to digestible energy. But Photo Finish
is also packed with fast burning carbohydrate energy from grains
including oats, barley and corn to fuel clock busting speed. Combine
that with a generous helping of beet pulp and gut settling pre and
probiotics and you have a class topping feed that horses love to eat.
See our descriptive information sheet at the end of this newsletter for
the full specs on Photo Finish.

8/Avoiding pasture related
laminitis and the “what
happened to her weight”
problem!.

Like us on

Facebook
The early spring is always a busy time for Brooks staff members as
they proudly represent our product line at the All Equine Show in
London and the Can Am in Markham. We had the privilege of
meeting many new Brooks customers as well as renewing
acquaintances with many of our long time loyalists.
Brooks nutrition advisor Laurie Bishop shared her knowledge and
experience as a presenter at the three day Can Am show.

Fibrelite
Proper use of an ultra-low NSC ration
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A lot of attention is focused these days on the use of ultra-low sugar/starch (NSC) grain rations. In some cases
such rations might be an appropriate choice for a horse with metabolic issues such as insulin resistance, PSSM,
Cushings, or tying up. However there may be other better and more economical feeding solutions in some cases.
Overweight horse with insulin resistance.
The objective with this horse is to limit the NSC intake and encourage weight loss. It would seem that an ultralow NSC feed would be a logical choice then. However we have to remember that all complete feeds require a
minimum daily feeding rate in order to properly balance the minerals and vitamins. The hay only chart
illustrates the lack of a balanced ration on a hay only diet. (Minimum intake of 1.5% of bodyweight) The hay
plus Fibrelite ration illustrates how 4 pounds per day of Brooks Fibrelite nicely balances the total ration. With
the same amount of hay.
Hay only

Hay plus
Fibrelite

The flaw in this suggested ration however is two-fold. Number one instead of our overweight horse losing ½
pound per day on hay only, she could actually gain about ¼ pound per day by adding enough Fibrelite to
balance the ration if she eats the same amount of hay. Secondly even though Fibrelite is an ultra-low NSC
formulation we’ve still added unnecessary NSC from Fibrelite to balance the ration.
A better strategy in this case is a ration balancer like Enhancer or All Phase 20. One pound of Enhancer nicely
balances the ration with adequate minerals and vitamins at about one third of the daily cost compared to four
pounds of Fibrelite.

Minimum
Requirement
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Just as importantly we feed less NSC using Enhancer compared to the Fibrelite ration and our horse still loses
weight (based on consistent hay intake.)
Bottom line is that Enhancer/All Phase 20 balances the ration with fewer calories and NSC than a balanced
Fibrelite ration. This is true of competitive so-called ultra-low NSC feeds as well.

Enhancer ration
Fibrelite ration

Enhancer ration
Fibrelite ration

Zero weight
Gain/loss

When to use Fibrelite and when not to!
There are situations where Fibrelite is a good option to provide adequate calories for maintenance and work. For
example a horse that can utilize 4-5 pounds of Fibrelite per day to maintain weight and perform satisfactorily is
getting a good balance of minerals and vitamins as well as sufficient calories with a minimum NSC. This may
be a horse that gets fidgety or difficult to handle when fed a grain based ration or a metabolically challenged
horse that does not maintain weight on hay/pasture alone.

Fibrelite ration
Sweet Feed Ration
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As the horse’s requirement for energy increases however more calorie dense feeds like Fibre Omega Plus, Fit &
Fibre, Phase 5 or Leading Edge may be more appropriate. This is because the low calorie formula of an ultralow NSC feed may not provide enough energy for a hard working horse unless a large amount is fed.
The following graph illustrates that 7 pounds per day of Fibrelite is indeed lower in NSC than 7 pounds of Fibre
Omega Plus however the horse will lose a significant amount of weight on the Fibrelite ration. Increasing the
amount of Fibrelite will eventually provide adequate calories but may also compromise hay intake robbing the
horse of valuable long stemmed fibre and will cost significantly more. Using a high calorie, moderate NSC feed
like Fibre Omega Plus provides the calories needed while allowing for a more balanced intake of fibre as well
as energy and is more economical.
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As a Hay Replacer
There may be other situations where Fibrelite can be used to replace part of the hay in the ration because of the
built in high quality fibre. While this is not an ideal situation there could be circumstances that make it
necessary or preferable.
1/ Hay is in short supply
2/ Hay is of very poor quality
3/ Use as a forage substitute for an aged horse that has difficulty consuming adequate hay because of poor teeth.
Fibrelite is easily soaked for improved intake.
4/ Supplemental calories for a horse with a nervous disposition that has trouble maintaining weight. ie.
Cribbers, weavers

Fibrelite and other ultra-low NSC feeds can be a very useful effective choice when used in the
proper situation. However not every metabolically challenged horse is an ideal candidate for
such feeds. A Brooks Feeds nutritional representative is your best source of advice as to which
feed is the right choice for your horse or submit your information using our interactive ration
feature at www.brooksfeeds.com
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“Within about two weeks of starting on Brooks feeds his coat
started to come in healthy and glossy. The farrier was very
impressed by how quickly his hooves came in stronger with less
chipping. His energy increased week by week and the first time
we saw him roll was an exciting day for all of us. Now two years
later Valiant weighs about 1150 pounds slowly getting to our
goal of 1200 pounds.”
Valiant is now getting Fibre O Plus, Flax Appeal and
"Brooks is the only feed for Bronte Creek
Equestrian Sport Ltd., because it meets
our demanding standards and diverse
needs. From our high performance
competitive horses to our pampered
equine senior citizens, we have always
been able to depend on Brooks for their
commitment to quality, service and
value.”

Equi-Jewel and continues to thrive!
Andrea Harrison

Judith Bisker
Owner/trainer at Bronte Creek
www.brontecreekfarm.com

“We have used Brooks Feeds for five years now
and are very happy with the results. Gary Thompson
of GT Enterprises has been very supportive over
the years and provides excellent service as well.”
We know if we have any questions or concerns
Gary will get answers for us.”

Teddie Laframboise
www.stevenscreekfarm.ca

“This has been a huge learning experience for me but
basically I can sum it up by saying I eat well and I believe
it is my responsibility to feed my horses the best that I
can. This is why I choose Brooks Performance Feeds.
Thank you Laurie Bishop for all you have done for us.”
“On Fibre O Plus the improvement was incredible.
Almost instantly I noticed an improvement in her attitude
and energy level even though she’ll be 33 in April. She
shed out better than she had in years and under all that old
dead hair was a truly lovely, soft, shiny coat, my girl
looked AMAZING. The weight gain was slow, but I felt
so much better that she was going into winter 2015 in far
better condition than the previous year.”

Donna Lee Wilkins

Thanks to these and all of our great customers who share their success stories with us.

Proudly Canadian
www.brooksfeeds.com

Photo Finish
(Textured)

A blend of digestible fibres and multiple
fat sources for sustained energy and
stamina combined with a controlled
level of quick energy carbohydrates
for speed and power with added
prebiotics and probiotics!

Guaranteed Analysis
Crude Protein (min.)
Crude Fat (min.)
Crude Fibre (max.)
Calcium (min.)
Phosphorus (min.)
Sodium (min.)
Copper (act.)
Zinc (act.)
Vitamin A (min.)
Vitamin D (min.)
Vitamin E (min.)
Selenium

NSC (Measured)

12.5 %
10 %
14 %
.90 %
.60 %
.45 %
55 ppm.
140 ppm.
12000 IU/KG.
1250 IU/KG.
330 IU/KG.
.5 ppm.

Features and Benefits of Photo Finish

Formulated with highly digestible fibre and multiple fat
sources with quick energy carbohydrates.
Digestible sources of fibre and multiple fat sources provide stamina from
sustainable energy while a perfectly measured blend of quick energy
carbohydrates support speed and power where needed.

Contains whole grain flax, stabilized rice bran & soy oil.
High quality fats including soy oil, rice bran and Omega 3 from flax
supply sustainable calories for a championship performance and healthy
hooves and hair coat.

Fortified with Brooks exclusive
system of natural source
Vitamin E and organic selenium!
Bioavailable Vitamin E and organic selenium
work synergistically as effective antioxidants to
minimize muscle soreness and fatigue.

Our commitment to quality
drug free manufacturing is
your satisfaction guarantee!

Balanced vitamin and chelated mineral content
Supplies micronutrient fortification not found in forages and eliminates
the need for expensive supplements. Chelated minerals are more readily
and thoroughly absorbed for improved health and performance.

Contains a proprietary form of Saccharomyces Cerevisiae a
prebiotic and a Pro Biotic containing Saccharomyces Boulardi.
Overall intestinal health is supported producing a robust population of
hindgut micoflora.

Formulation is fixed
A fixed formula means that we do not substitute inferior low cost
ingredients for superior ingredients to lower the cost of production.
Photo Finish is formulated with carefully selected ingredients including
beet pulp to ensure maximum palatability and consistency.

Guaranteed Quality

Ultimate Performance

Industry Leading Research

Contact your retailer or call 905-985-7992

Five Tips for Avoiding Pasture-Associated Laminitis in Horses
By Kentucky Equine Research Staff · May 8, 2015
Scores of horses will gorge themselves on that long-awaited lush, green pasture of springtime. As many of
us already know, overgrazing grasses and legumes that are high in water-soluble carbohydrates puts
horses at risk for laminitis—a painful, life-threatening condition of the hooves.
“Many horse owners are already aware that pasture-associated laminitis is particularly concerning for
overweight horses and ponies, easy keepers, those with insulin resistance or equine metabolic syndrome,
and horses and ponies with a history of chronic laminitis. It is important for owners to appreciate, however,
that pasture turnout can trigger a bout of laminitis even in lean, non-obese horses with no history of
laminitis,” says Peter Huntington, B.V.Sc., M.A.C.V.Sc., director of nutrition at KER Australia.
There are several steps owners can take to avoid pasture-associated laminitis in the spring:
1. Make all dietary changes slowly. If your horse has been on a specific type of hay or other forage over
the past few months, do not suddenly turn it out on pasture for the bulk of every day.
2. Avoid grazing for all horses at risk of laminitis. Use grazing muzzles or turn out horses on drylots. This
will also help maintain an appropriate body weight (body condition score), which helps protect against
development of laminitis and some diet-related disorders.
3. Be strategic in choosing turnout times. When turning out laminitis-prone horses to graze, turn them out
in the early morning and evening because that is when the water-soluble carbohydrate levels are lowest.
That said, note that those are peak mosquito feeding periods, so owners may wish to use insect repellants
and fly sheets to help avoid mosquito-borne illness.
4. Recall that at-risk horses need to be monitored daily for signs of laminitis. Even if maintained on pasture
with low or moderate levels of water-soluble carbohydrates, some horses are still prone to future bouts of
laminitis. Early indications include hooves that are warm to the touch, and horses that appear sore or
unwilling to move.
5. Explore turnout options. If pasture turnout is nonnegotiable at your facility, considering pasture analysis
and consultation with a certified equine nutritionist. Your local extension specialist may also have some
valuable information regarding appropriate pasture management, such as mowing, rotation schedules,
and different type of grasses to plant. “It is also important to appreciate that lack of grazing
is not synonymous with lack of turnout. Horses, especially those with a history of laminitis,
benefit from turnout and regular exercise to increase circulation to the feet and maintain
an appropriate body weight. Horses also benefit from the social interaction and routine
hoof care,” advises Huntington.
Additionally, for horses or ponies that are at risk for or have a history of laminitis, KER
nutritionists recommend daily use of EquiShure®, a hindgut buffer that can help maintain
the normal hindgut environment.
As an additional tip for spring I would add that many horses come through our cold Canadian winters
underweight. Calorie dense feeds like Fibre O Plus, Photo Finish or Phase V supplemented with Flax
Appeal and/or Equi-Jewel are good choices to get that horse ready for show season.
Dan Irwin
Marketing & Sales
Brooks Feeds

