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Phase V is an excellent choice when the quality of your hay may be sub
par particularly in the digestible energy category. Although lower in
calorie density than Fibre O Plus or Ezee, Phase V packs plenty of
calorie punch at an attractive price. Phase V is very palatable in a
textured format without a heavy coating of molasses. Phase V is also
available in a large pellet for convenience particularly in the cold
months. Phase V has a controlled NSC level ensuring that the power of
performance is available with energy you can control.
See our descriptive information sheet at the end of this newsletter for
the full specs on Phase V.
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The autumn is weaning time and always a busy time for breeders.
Brooks has the growing rations and the expertise to get your young
prospects off to a good start.
Available in textured or pelleted formats Phase I and Phase II have
the balanced nutrition foals and yearlings need. For guidance
contact your Brooks Nutrition Advisor or use our interactive ration
developer at www.brooksfeeds.com.

Brooks Growing Rations
Phase I

Phase II

Pelleted or textured

Pelleted or textured

✓ 16% Protein
✓

✓ 14% Protein

7% fat

✓

✓ Added fibre with controlled soluble
carbohydrates (low glycemic)
✓ Balanced with bone building organic minerals
and essential vitamins including biotin
✓ Formulated with Brooks unique
system of organic selenium and natural
Vitamin E
✓ Contains an effective prebiotic Saccharomyces
cerevisiae

6% fat

✓ Added fibre with controlled soluble
carbohydrates (low glycemic)
✓ Balanced with bone building organic minerals
and essential vitamins including biotin
✓ Formulated with Brooks unique
system of organic selenium and natural
Vitamin E
✓ Contains an effective prebiotic Saccharomyces
cerevisiae (Yea Sacc)

Phase I and Phase II are formulated to support safe and effective growth in weanlings and yearlings. Introducing
a moderate amount of Phase I as a “creep feed” prior to weaning eases the stressful transition the foal needs to
make from dependence on mom to a regular ration of forage and concentrate. For some foals and yearlings,
calorie intake particularly from carbohydrates is best limited to avoid excess weight and/or too rapid growth. In
such cases All Phase 20 is an important addition to provide the bone building minerals essential to developing a
strong foundation.
Most foals should transition from Phase I to Phase II at about one year of age unless the forage is very low in
protein. Warmblood foals should be fed carefully to avoid excess bodyweight and ultra-fast growth. For a
comprehensive feeding guide visit the interactive feature on www.brooksfeeds.com

For guidance and help with your growing horses contact your
Brooks Nutrition Advisor or use our interactive ration developer at

www.brooksfeeds.com.
Vernon Avery
705-928-1288

Laurie Bishop
519-546-3435

Renée Seguin
1-855-415-6359
613-286-3338

Woe be the hay maker!
Most areas of Ontario had a very challenging hay harvest in 2017. The result of the constant rain and subsequent
late cutting can be significant in several ways.
1/ Late cutting of mature hay can result in lower protein content.
2/ Late cut mature will have more fibre and more indigestible fibre (lignin plus cellulose)
3/ The digestible energy (calorie density) of mature hay will be lower than earlier cut hay.
4/ Very high NDF (total fibre) content can lower palatability and intake. Significantly more wasted hay is a
probability.
5/ Very high NDF can make horses more susceptible to impaction colic.

Calorie Density& High NDF What difference will it make
Hay is just hay isn’t it? After all isn’t just a filler. It’s easy to overlook how much the quality of the hay
contributes to the horse’s ability to perform and maintain a satisfactory body condition. Hay contributes in a huge
way to the maintenance of the horse and its ability to maintain weight particularly in cold weather.
Here’s the analysis of two hay samples. One is an average of all mixed horse hay samples in Ontario analyzed in
2016. (SGS Labs) The other is a composite of samples taken this year.
2016
Protein %
NDF (total fibre)
Lignin (indigestible fibre)
Digestible energy
(Calorie density)

2017

12.5 %
55.85 %
7.85 %
2.02 Mcal/kg.
.92 Mcal/lb.

7.25 %
68.5 %
7.99 %
1.83 Mcal/kg.
.83 Mcal/lb.

Following is a maintenance ration (hay plus Brooks Enhancer) based on the 2016 sample above compared to a
similar maintenance ration based on the 2017 composite hay plus Enhancer.
SGS Horse 2016
Enhancer
Mega calorie intake

25.00 lbs.
1.00 lb.
21.3 Mcal/day

Composite 2017 hay
Enhancer
Mega calorie intake

25.00 lbs.
1.00 lb.
19.48 Mcal/day

This 1.82 Mcal. difference in calorie intake (21.3-19.48) alone could result in a weight loss of 45-50 pounds or
more over the winter. On top of that a 10 % reduced intake of hay could result in the horse losing 70 pounds or
more over the winter.
What steps can you to take to avoid weight loss and other problems?
1/Low protein hay isn’t usually a problem for mature horses but extra supplementation may be necessary for
young growing horses.
2/ Low digestibility hay can result in significant weight loss. Preventing the loss with 2-3 pounds of medium
calorie concentrate like Phase V or Leading Edge with a balancer pellet like Enhancer is more economical than
trying to put the weight back on later.
3/ Slow hay feeders might be a good idea for obese horses but for average horses lowering hay intake excessively
is not necessary. All horses should have at least 1 ½ % of their bodyweight in forage intake.
4/ As a preventative for colic, water intake is immensely important especially in the winter. Soaked beet pulp is a
way to get extra water into the diet. It can also be useful for mixing in medications or top-dressing supplements.
5/ If it exists and can be found, a couple of flakes of second cut hay will up the calorie intake.
6/ Hay cubes are a relatively economical way of increasing calorie intake and maintaining adequate fibre.
7/ Have your Brooks Nutrition Advisor take a sample of your hay. Knowing is better than guessing and action is
better than inaction.
Dan Irwin (Brooks Feeds)

“One of the most important things in feeding sport horses is being
able to give them enough calories yet keep their energy manageable.
This is why we switched to Brooks in the first place. My sister's
jumper is very hot and extremely hard to keep weight on. We tried
Fibre O Plus and have never looked back. We switched all the horses
to Brooks shortly after and are loving the results. The service from
GT Enterprises is also timely and efficient, really just exceptional.”
Jenna and Morgan McKay

Foxview Stables

October 1, 2017 Fibre O & Eeze are awesome feeds!
That's what I feed my hard keeper Shire mare,
along with Flax Appeal & you need to wear
sunglasses when the sun hits that dappled & rich
mahogany coat of hers.
Lynne Smith Richmond Ontario

Stonehill Stable in Renfrew Ontario has been using Brooks
since the purchase of the farm in 2006. “We absolutely love the
results we get from the EEZE & Enhancer and have been very
successful in keeping weight on “hard to keep” older horses.
The service at M&R Feeds Arnprior and the support from
Brooks is always top notch!”
Christine, James, Darlene, Brian and Wendy

Thanks to these and all our great customers
who share their success stories with us.

The Importance of Forage
In every situation our nutrition advisors face, the one constant is the paramount importance of
forage. Our feeds are there to complement the forage with the calories needed for performance and
the vitamins, protein and minerals needed for good health. Knowing the nutritional content of your
forage ensures that you aren’t missing an important deficiency that requires an adjustment to your
feeding program. (Particularly for young growing horses.)

What’s in Your Forage?
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

Protein
Energy (calories)
Minerals
Vitamins
Fibre (Gut Fill)
Fulfils horse’s natural instinct to graze
Generates heat in winter

Taking a Sample
▪ Sample several bales.
▪ Decide how many samples you need
to take.
▪ Fill about ½ of a large freezer bag.
▪ Label properly for identification.
▪ What information do you need?
▪ Use a procedure specific to horses.

Equine Complete

