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  SPRING 

2020 

In addition to providing essential minerals and vitamins, ration 
balancers also provide protein that may be lacking in a forage only 
diet. Horse owners can use balancer pellets to meet the horse’s 
requirements and control the amount of energy supplied to the 
horse. 
A balancer pellet can be used three ways (1) alone as a low-
calorie source of protein, vitamins, and minerals; (2) combined 
with straight grain; (3) as a top-dress for a concentrate fed at less 
than the recommended feeding rate. 
Due to the density of the nutrients in a ration balancer, the 
recommended feeding rate is lower, usually around 1 to 2 lbs, 
depending on the size and type of the horse, and a fraction of that 
when used as a top-dress. 
 
Brooks Feeds has two ration balancers available. Enhancer and 
All Phase 20 which contain 12% and 20% protein respectively. 
Contact your Brook’s nutritional advisor or use our online 
interactive tool to determine which is most suitable for your horse. 
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Vitamin E levels Adjusted 

Brooks Performance Horse Feeds has long been  committed to maintaining a leadership role in formulating cost 
effective products that meet the specific needs of all classes of horses. Brooks was an early proponent of 
innovative initiatives including organic selenium, chelated minerals and  “Natural Source” Vitamin E.  

Recent results from “real farm” sampling, and other anecdotal factors have pointed to increasing evidence that 
Vitamin E deficiencies are more common than thought. The evidence included many different types of horses 
and many different brands and types of feeds. Clear and definitive results indicated that Vitamin E levels 
needed to be assessed and that stored hay should be considered a zero contributor of Vitamin E.   

Brooks has long recognized the importance of Vitamin E and instituted several initiatives. To begin with, our 
formulated rations are based on the Vitamin E levels outlined by the National Research Council while assuming 
that stored hay provides very little in Vitamin E fortification. Brooks has been a leader in recognizing the 
superiority of “Natural Source” Vitamin E (d-alpha-tocopherol acetate) compared to the commonly used 
synthetic (dl-alpha-tocopherol acetate). We believe that this alone has resulted in many fewer problems linked 
to Vitamin E deficiencies than would have been the case otherwise.  Now, our formulations have been adjusted 
with higher Vitamin E levels with the additional Vitamin E all coming from “Natural Sources”  

To illustrate what this means in graphic terms I have posted two comparative graphs. Graph #1 compares the 
dietary Vitamin E using All Phase 20 to balance a maintenance diet. The Vitamin E level has increased by 48% 
using the revised formula. Graph 2 shows an important growing ration using the reformulated Phase II and the 
previous version. The Vitamin E level has increased by 26%. Note the organic selenium level has been raised as 
well in Phase I and Phase II.  

  

 

 

      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Growing horses can suffer debilitating nutritional diseases while working horses can be susceptible to tying up 
issues when adequate Vitamin E is not provided. Brooks has for years recognized this and incorporated what we 
call our “Oxiguard System” of organic selenium and “Natural Source” Vitamin E into our formulas. This 

recognizes that Vitamin E and selenium work synergistically as effective antioxidants to minimize muscle 
soreness and growth related diseases. Now these improvements will further help to avoid deficiencies of this 
very important nutrient.  

Healthy horses that grow and perform to their genetic potential is our goal and our commitment. We continually 
evaluate and re-evaluate our products to maintain a position as a market leader in cost effective nutritional 
products and programs. Your trust is our motivation.      
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Robertson Family Success Story 
“What a ride and joy to bring this horse along. His 

heart and character makes him a champion. Had To Be 
Ivory is every owner & breeders dream.” 

 

Had To Be Ivory sired by Ivory James out of Had to be 
Fantango is a Robertson family success story. The owner/ 
breeders are Carol and Jaime Robertson while the trainer is 
Carol’s husband Bryn. The couple’s son Michael is the 
assistant trainer, exercise rider and blacksmith. 2019 Jockey 
of the Year Tony Philips is the full-time jockey. Had To Be 
Ivory’s lifetime record of 11 wins in 14 starts, includes 6 
stakes wins. He was AQHA Champion Racehorse in 2018 
& 2019 and the 2019 OROOI Horse of the Year at Ajax 
Downs. He also holds the track record for 400 yards with a 
108 speed index. During his racing season Ivory loves his 
Brooks feeds. Photo Finish and Leading Edge fuels this 
winner. 
 

Wendy Benns couldn’t have asked for more 
from her endurance mare Flirt with Fyre. Just 
one year after having a foal, the classy Arab 
mare won a 50 mile race with a 20 minute lead 
on the second place horse. 
Flirt with Fyre went on to win two more races 
in 2019 and capped things off by being named 
the “Best Conditioned Horse” for 2019 in 
Ontario. 
Soundness, hydration, metabolics, heart rate 
recovery, weight the horse carried and overall 
completion time (speed) are factored into 
calculating the winner of this prestigious 
award. 
Fibre O Plus and Eeze fuels Wendy’s 
endurance champions. 
 

Champion Endurance Horse 

Photo courtesy of New Image Media 

The 2019 Show season was a fantastic and very busy one for 
Epis Performance Horses.  “We hauled our team to compete 
in just under 20 NRHA events, spanning from Texas to 
Quebec. Our hard work and dedication didn’t go unrewarded. 
We met one of the biggest highlights of my career and became 
the 2019 2x NRHA World Champions. One title on a world 
scale is hard enough to achieve. Two in the same year on the 
same horse is a dream! This title was only made possible by 
the tremendous heart and talent of our horse Tink Me Off (2014 
Gelding). I was extremely proud at the performances of all my 
show horses in the 2019 season. They are not only 
phenomenal athletes, they become my trusted partner. I truly 
thank Brooks Performance Horse Feeds for their support. The 
performance and condition of our horses speaks volumes to 
the quality of their products!”  - Loris Epis 

Photo by New Image Media 
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Ø Ensure your horse is receiving a sufficient amount and 
appropriate quality of forage, whether it is pasture or hay 

 

Ø Manage insects to minimize allergic reactions, hives, and 
insect bite hypersensitivity 

 

Ø Provide calories in the form of fat, such as vegetable oil 
and stabilized rice bran. One side effect of feeding fat is a 
boost in coat quality 

 

Ø Avoid rain rot, and routinely treat horses for both internal 
and external parasites including pinworms and mange 

 

Ø Feed a well-balanced diet with the appropriate levels of 
protein, minerals, and vitamins to ensure the coat has the 
proper nutrients for healthy hair growth, as well as 
maintaining the overall health of the horse 

Optimal Coat Health During 
Spring Shedding 
 

Tips from Kentucky Equine Research 

NSC Amount vs. Percentage. What really matters? 
 
While there are no specific recommendations for the correct level of NSC in a diet, studies have offered 
some guidelines that Brooks Nutrition Advisors consider when balancing rations for different types of 
horses. By measuring the amount of sugar/starch consumed per meal we can recommend the minimum 
number of daily feedings to minimize the glycemic response and avoid potential problems. For example, 
a balancer pellet like Enhancer fed twice a day is well under the guidelines for a metabolically challenged 
horse. For a normal horse a high NSC formula like Phase III should be fed over at least three feedings to 
minimize glycemic response. These are guidelines that help to determine an “appropriate” choice of feed 
as well as how many meals should be offered daily. The important point is that the amount of NSC 
consumed at each meal is as important as the percent NSC of the feed. 
 
To provide some informed guidance to our clients and staff, Brooks has segmented our feed products 
into five categories ranging from “very low” NSC formulas like Fibrelite to “optimized” formulas like Phase 
III, Pacemaker and 12%/14% Sweet Feeds. At the same time, we have segmented the feed products 
according to their calorie density. If for example, a low NSC feed is required with a significantly high 
calorie density we can choose “reduced” NSC formulas like Fibre O Plus and Eeze that also have a high 
calorie density. Conversely where obesity is a concern a balancer pellet like Enhancer or All Phase 20 
may be all that is required. 
 
Brooks has a wide selection of products with varied NSC and “calorie density” values. A Brooks nutrition 
advisor can provide the expertise needed to find the right formula for your horse. The well-being of your 
horse is our focus and commitment. 
 

For more information visit www.brooksfeeds.com 

Flax Appeal is rich in essential fatty 
acids particularly Omega 3 from flax 
and enhanced with highly digestible 
fibre sources making it unsurpassed as a 
conditioning supplement. For moderate 
activities or for maintenance the 
essential fatty acids in Flax Appeal help 
to maintain a lustrous hair-coat, healthy 
hooves, skin and overall wellbeing. 
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Proudly Canadian 
       www.brooksfeeds.com 

Enhancer 
Pelleted 

 

A low-calorie balancer pellet ensures proper 
mineral/vitamin fortification when less than 
recommended rate of complete feed is fed.  

 
 

Features and Benefits 

Guaranteed Quality             Ultimate Performance            Industry Leading Research 
 

Contact your retailer or call 905-985-7992 
 

www.brooksfeeds.com 
 

																													Guaranteed Analysis                      
 

Crude Protein (min.)                               12.00 % 
Crude Fat (min.)                                         2.00 % 
Crude Fibre (max.)                                  15.00 % 
Calcium (act.)                                             3.00 % 
Phosphorus (act.)                                       2.00 %                          
Magnesium (act.)                                            .5% 
Potassium (act.)                                          1.00 %                                  
Manganese (act.)                             425 mg/kg. 
Copper (act.)                                      205 mg/kg.                                                                       
Zinc (act.)                                            580 mg/kg.                                                                          
Sodium (act.)                                               1.20 %                                                                                    
Vitamin A (min.)                           55000 IU/KG.                                                             
Vitamin D (min.)                             7500 IU/KG.                                                                 
Vitamin E (min.)                             1150 IU/KG.                                                         
 Selenium (min. added)                2.00 mg/kg.                                                              
 

Nutritional Enhancements *full analysis available 
Biotin                                                     .63 mg/kg. 
Thiamine                                           25.8 mg/kg. 
Riboflavin                                          29.4 mg/kg.  
Omega 3 fatty acids                                     .11% 
Omega 6 fatty acids                                    .95 % 
Lysine                                                              .53 % 
Saccharomyces cerevisiae 

Ingredients 
 

Wheat shorts, Soy Hulls, Dical Biophos, Molasses, 
Limestone, Salt, Yea Sacc, Pellet binder, Natural 
Source Vitamin E, Zinc Sulfate, Manganese Sulfate, 
Bioplex Equine formula, Copper Sulfate, Choline 
Chloride, Iron Sulfate, Folic acid premix, Mineral oil, 
Selenium premix, Sel-Plex 2000 Altech, Niacin, 
Vitamin B12, Vitamin A, Calcium d-Pantothenate, 
Riboflavin, Vitamin K, Biotin, Thiamine Mononitrate, 
Vitamin D3, Pyridoxine HCL,  Calcium Iodate.   
                                                   

Enhancer is a fixed formula manufactured  
in a drug free environment! 

. 

ü Contains essential vitamins and chelated 
minerals which are readily and thoroughly absorbed for 
improved performance and health. Added vitamins 
including B-complex and biotin help to ensure long-term 
health. 
 

ü A moderate calorie density, reduced NSC (non- 
structural carbohydrates) and a low inclusion rate make 
Enhancer ideal to balance metabolically challenged 
diets where weight gain is not required. 
 

ü The addition of a proprietary yeast culture  
Saccharomyces Cerevisiae improves digestion of fibre 
and promotes more efficient use of nutrients. 
 

ü A moderate protein level makes Enhancer an 
excellent choice to provide the necessary minerals and 
vitamins on pasture or where higher protein hay is fed.  
 

ü A flexible feeding rate allows for precise ration  
balancing according to current feedstuffs and the unique 
requirement of all classes of horses including growing, 
breeding and metabolically challenged horses. 
 

ü A palatable pelleted format eliminates 
possible separation of nutrients and reduces waste. 
 

NSC  calculated 
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Proudly Canadian 
       www.brooksfeeds.com 

 

All Phase 20 
Pelleted 

 

Versatile balancer pellet adds complete 
nutrition to forages or complete feeds fed 

under minimum recommended level. 
 
 

 
 

Features and Benefits 

Guaranteed Quality             Ultimate Performance            Industry Leading Research 
 

Contact your retailer or call 905-985-7992 
 

www.brooksfeeds.com 
 

																													Guaranteed Analysis                      
 

Crude Protein (min.)                               20.00 % 
Crude Fat (min.)                                         4.50 % 
Crude Fibre (max.)                                    7.50 % 
Calcium (act.)                                             2.00 % 
Phosphorus (act.)                                       1.20 %                          
Magnesium (act.)                                          .47%       
Potassium (act.)                                          1.25 %                                  
Manganese (act.)                             275 mg/kg. 
Copper (act.)                                      133 mg/kg.                                                                       
Zinc (act.)                                            400 mg/kg.                                                                          
Sodium (act.)                                               1.20 %                                                                                    
Vitamin A (min.)                           36500 IU/KG.                                                             
Vitamin D (min.)                             3500 IU/KG.                                                                 
Vitamin E (min.)                             1000 IU/KG.                                                         
Selenium (min. added)                 1.50 mg/kg.                                                              
 
Nutritional Enhancements *full analysis available  

Biotin                                                       .7 mg/kg. 
Thiamine                                           30.3 mg/kg. 
Riboflavin                                          39.4 mg/kg.  
Omega 3 fatty acids                                    .37 % 
Omega 6 fatty acids                                  2.12 % 
Lysine                                                            1.02 % 
Saccharomyces cerevisiae 
Ingredients 
 

Wheat shorts, Soybean meal, Alfalfa meal, Salt, 
Molasses, Limestone, Dical Biophos, Choline 
Chloride, Natural Source Vitamin E, Pellet binder, 
Yea Sacc, Zinc Sulfate, Ferrous Sulfate, Zinc 
Proteinate, Copper Proteinate, Manganese 
Proteinate, Manganese Sulfate, Copper Sulfate, 
Sodium Selenite, Folic Acid, d-Calcium 
Pantothenate, Riboflavin supplement, Vitamin A 
Supplement, natural source Vitamin E, Vitamin 
B12 Supplement, Thiamine Mononitrate, d-Biotin, 
Niacin Supplement, Menadione Sodium Bisulfite 
Complex, Pyridoxine Hydrochloride, Calcium 
Iodate, Vitamin D3 Supplement, Limestone 
Carrier. 

All Phase 20 is a fixed formula manufactured  
in a drug free environment! 

 

ü Formulated with high quality protein, vitamins, 
and bio-available chelated (organic) minerals to provide 
nutritional balance to rations including the B-complex 
such as biotin along with essential amino acids 
(protein). 
 

ü The level of sugar and starch (NSC) has been  
significantly reduced to maximize the positive effects of 
non NSC sources and emphasize essential amino acids 
for growth and muscle repair. 
 

ü Brooks exclusive Oxiguard system of natural  
source Vitamin E and organic selenium synergistically 
act as effective antioxidants to minimize muscle 
soreness and fatigue. 
 

ü A flexible feeding rate allows for precise ration  
balancing according to current feedstuffs and the unique 
requirement of all classes of horses including growing, 
breeding and metabolically challenged horses. 
 

ü The addition of a proprietary yeast culture  
Saccharomyces Cerevisiae improves digestion of fibre 
and promotes more efficient use of nutrients. 
 

NSC  calculated 


