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Phase V is a fibre and fat based feed suitable for horses competing in a 
variety of demanding equine disciplines. The low glycemic, controlled NSC 
(starch & sugar) formula with 8% fat makes Phase V an excellent choice for 
horses competing in disciplines requiring large amounts of controllable 
energy.  Phase V draws energy primarily from high quality fibre sources 
without “filler fibres” common in lower quality feeds while the added fat 
increases the energy level. The controlled NSC formula also helps reduce 
muscle problems while providing substantial energy for performing, 
weight gain or training.  
 

Phase V supplies total nutrition in a textured or pelleted form that horses 
take to readily and stay on during training, competing or pleasure riding 
while outperforming comparably priced competitive products. 
 

The Brooks Hoofbeat 

www.brooksfeeds.com | 905.985.7992 

Proudly manufactured in 

Canada 

“Through hands on experience, I can 
definitely recommend Brooks Feed 
products. We mainly use Phase V, Fit & 
Fibre, Fibre O, Brooks Senior and Phase II 
for our horses. Our experience includes 
underweight, senior horses, high 
performance horses, as well as mares and 
foals. I have confidence in Brooks Feeds 
products because I have seen the amazing 
results for myself.”  

- Laura Kurth 
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The Hindgut: Understanding  
Its Role in Equine Digestive  
Health     
By Kentucky Equine Research Staff 
 
Horses rely on fermentation for optimal digestion of feedstuffs and energy production. Hindgut 
digestion, which occurs in the cecum and large colon, progresses most efficiently when horses 
are allowed continual access to forage and limited access to feedstuffs that could upset the pH of 
the cecum, including large grain meals. 
 
Fermentation is achieved through the machinations of billions of protozoa, fungi, and bacteria. 
Together, these microbes convert carbohydrate-based contents, essentially plant-based fiber, 
into volatile fatty acids (VFA), which provide energy to the horse. If soluble carbohydrates, such 
as those found in large supply in grain meals, find their way into the hindgut, some lactate might 
be produced. 
 
An overproduction of lactate can shift the pH of the hindgut to a more acidic state, which may 
cause problems. When a drop in pH occurs, called hindgut acidosis, some of the beneficial fiber-
digesting microbes die off. Digestive efficiency drops as a result. In many horses, this manifests as 
poor appetite, crabby disposition, recurrent colic, and onset of certain stable vices, such as stall-
walking and cribbing. 
 
To offset this, horse owners should scrutinize feeding management. Hindgut acidosis is rarely 
caused by what is fed but rather how it is fed. Here are three strategies to ward off hindgut 
acidosis: 

• Good-quality forage should be offered at all times, so the hindgut is continually in 
“processing mode.” Forage may be pasture, hay, or hay-based products such as cubes or 
pellets. Forage selection should be based largely on the nutrient needs of the horse. 

• Concentrate meals should not exceed approximately 0.5 lb (0.23 kg) per 100 lb (45 kg) of 
body weight (5 lb for a 1,000-lb horse; 2.25 kg for a 450-kg horse). 

• If a horse requires more than 5 lb (2.25 kg) of concentrate per day, divide total daily 
allotment into separate meals. Feeding three or four concentrate meals, evenly spaced 
throughout the day, is more beneficial to the horse than huge meals. 

Some horses, especially those that are asked to perform intense exercise, must consume large 
grain meals to fuel performance. Hindgut acidosis can be curbed by feeding EquiShure, a time-
released buffer that raises the pH of the hindgut and eliminates signs of acidosis. 

https://ker.com/equinews/microbes-and-equine-gastrointestinal-health/
https://ker.com/equinews/subclinical-acidosis-is-your-horse-at-risk/
https://ker.com/digestive-health/equishure/
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 What our customers 
are saying! 
Your feedback motivates us to continue making top quality feed 

for your equine partner! We truly appreciate all your 

encouragement and hope that you keep them coming!  

Send us your story at info@brooksfeeds.com 

“My mare Arty has been on her feed program for a year, she just started her maternity feed program. Our little 

paint filly, Heidi, has only been on the program for 5 months and growing like a weed! I am incredibly impressed 

with the results! I really appreciate all the advice Brooks Feeds Nutrition Rep Renee Seguin has given me for 

their feed programs.” 

- Sarah Williamson & Jessica Muus 

 

"We have been using Brooks products for over 17 years 

and the results speak for themselves. Happy, healthy 

horses of all ages, with brilliant coats and feet, and gut 

health that supports very trainable demeanors. We have 

very few incidence of OCD in our young stock, due to 

careful pedigree selection, great attention to detail on 

their feeding program and ample turnout on good footing. 

May 2021 

2021 

 2020 

May 2020 

“Dubai is a 17.2 hh 
unraced Thoroughbred 
gelding. He has had a 
history of being a picky 
eater, but the moment he 
started on EEZE there 
was no turning back. He's 
only on a total of 7 lbs of 
EEZE daily and he has 
been flourishing on it! 
Even put the weight on 
over the winter!!  
 

 

Thank you to Brooks 

Feeds for providing 

only the best for our 

horses!” 
 

- Claire Hunter, 

Braecrest Farm 

 

It's true that quality 
out-weighs quantity 
when it comes to 
horses. Thank you, 
Brooks Performance 
Feeds for bringing out 
the best in my 
horses!” 
 

- Alyssa Blumberg, 
Ashblue Equestrian 
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Forget the NSC %. Intake and Balance are what Matters 

By Dan Irwin of Brooks Feeds 

We get the question frequently. What’s the NSC (non-structural carbohydrate) percentage of Feed X 
compared to Feed Y. This overly simplified method of choosing the correct feed works for feed marketing 
managers but may not be the best for your horse. Simply choose the lowest NSC (sugar + starch) product and 
you know you have chosen well for your horse. Well not always. Knowing the NSC of your chosen product is 
important. However, there are times when it can be misleading. A common example is when a balancer like 
Enhancer is compared to an ultra-low NSC complete feed (+/- 10% NSC).  

The NSC of Enhancer is around 19%. Easy choice then, a 10% NSC feed is the better choice compared to one 
with nearly double the NSC %. Well actually, Enhancer might be the better choice if we consider the horse’s 
calorie requirement and the actual feed intake as opposed to the NSC percentage. Many horses maintain a 
healthy body weight on forage alone without the added calories of complete feed. This is where many well-
meaning horse owners make their mistake. Knowing that their horse doesn’t need very much concentrate 
they feed one or two pounds (sometimes less) of the ultra-low NSC formula. This prevents the horse from 
getting fat or anxious on too much concentrate however, it leaves the diet drastically deficient in some 
important nutrients like Vitamin E, selenium and other trace minerals (chart 1). Clearly the 10% feed does 
not meet the requirements for all nutrients unless fed at an unnecessary higher intake. Enhancer on the other 
hand, balances the diet with a daily intake of one pound (chart 2). It also supplies less NSC than the two 
pounds of ultra-low NSC formula. Take home fact: Percentage isn’t as important as intake.  

In other situations, a controlled NSC diet might be required but extra calories are also needed to meet the 
demands of performance. An ultra-low NSC formula may not have enough calorie density (energy) to meet 
the demands of competition without feeding an unreasonable amount resulting in even more NSC intake. 
The solution is to utilize a high fat formula like Brooks “Eeze.” By splitting the feedings into two or even three 
meals per day the glycemic response is minimized as well.  

Brooks Nutrition Advisors have the experience to look past the percentages and use reasonable intake 
guidelines to determine the NSC intake per meal and the number of daily feedings advisable. In each case a 
nutritionally complete, healthy diet for your horse is the goal. Bottom line: Look past the percentages and 
consider all the factors before deciding on the right product. 

Chart 1. Chart 2. 
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Proudly Canadian 
www.brooksfeeds.com

Phase V 
Pelleted or textured 

Controllable energy for the high 

performance equine athlete. 

Features and Benefits 

Plus

Guaranteed Quality      Ultimate Performance      Industry Leading Research 

Contact your retailer or call 905-985-7992 

www.brooksfeeds.com 

Guaranteed Analysis

Crude Protein (min.)  12.00 % 

Crude Fat (min.)      8.00 % 

Crude Fibre (max.)     15.00 % 

Calcium (act.)      .80 % 

Phosphorus (act.)      .60 %  

Manganese (act.)      100 mg/kg. 

Copper (act.)           45 mg/kg.  

Zinc (act.)          140 mg/kg.   

Sodium (act.)            .40 %  

Vitamin A (min.)   11000 IU/KG.  

Vitamin D (min.)     1100 IU/KG. 

Vitamin E (min.)       315 IU/KG. 

Selenium (min. added)      .45 ppm.  

Nutritional Enhancements *full analysis available 

Biotin      .33 mg/kg. 

Thiamine       12.80 mg/kg. 

Riboflavin      12.70 mg/kg.  

Omega 3 fatty acids      .61 % 

Omega 6 fatty acids       4.06 % 

Lysine          .60 % 

Saccharomyces cerevisiae 

Textured version shown 

Ingredients 

Oats, Wheat shorts, Soy Hulls, Barley, Alfalfa meal, 

Soybean meal, Soy oil, Molasses, Dical Biophos, 

Limestone, Salt, Pellet binder, Natural Source Vitamin E 

Yea Sacc, Choline Chloride, Zinc Sulfate, Ferrous 

Sulfate, Zinc Proteinate, Copper Proteinate, Manganese 

Proteinate, Manganese Sulfate, Copper Sulfate, Sodium 

Selenite, Folic Acid, d-Calcium Pantothenate, Choline 

Chloride, Riboflavin Supplement, Vitamin A 

Supplement, Vitamin E Supplement , Vitamin B12 

Supplement, Thiamine Mononitrate, d-Biotin, Niacin 

Supplement, Menadione Sodium Bisulfite Complex, 

Pyridoxine Hydrochloride, Calcium Iodate, Vitamin D3 

Supplement, Calcium Carbonate Carrier. 

Phase V is a fixed formula manufactured 

in a drug free environment! 

ü A controlled starch and sugar level, with highly  

digestible fibre and fat provide a high level of energy, 

while maximizing the positive effects of non-NSC 

sources. An ideal formula for the demands of 

competition and training. 

ü A well-balanced level of vitamins and chelated  

minerals provide micronutrient fortification lacking in 

forages alone and eliminates the need for expensive 

supplements when fed at recommended levels. 

ü Proprietary form of Saccharomyces Cerevisiae,  

a prebiotic with a wide body of research improves 

digestion of fibre and promotes more efficient use of 

nutrients. 

ü A full complement of B Vitamins including biotin  

supplies the daily maintenance requirements and a full 

spectrum of essential amino acids supplies protein for 

performance and muscle repair. 

ü Brooks Oxiguard System of natural source 

Vitamin E and organic selenium work synergistically as 

effective antioxidants to minimize muscle soreness and 

fatigue. 

NSC  calculated 




